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Chapter 359J Physiotherapists (Registration and 25/07/2025

Disciplinary Procedure) Regulation

Restrictions on practice of physiotherapists

(1) A physiotherapist must not provide any service of the
physiotherapist’s profession to a person unless the person is on
referral by any of the following persons (each an eligible
referrer)—

(a) aregistered medical practitioner;

(b) aregistered Chinese medicine practitioner.
(2) However, subsection (1) does not apply if—

(a) the physiotherapist—

(i) has obtained, or has been provided with, a
certificate (or other document in writing)—

(A) that was issued by an eligible referrer not
more than 12 months earlier; and

(B) that sets out the diagnosis of the person’s
condition (diagnosed condition); and

(ii) provides services only for the diagnosed condition;

(b) the condition of the person is of a kind that is recognized
by any clinical guideline as a kind for which the service
of a physiotherapist’s profession may be provided
without a referral;

(c) the person is enrolled in a cross-disciplinary
collaboration arrangement of the Primary Healthcare
Commission under which a physiotherapist may provide
the service of the physiotherapist’s profession to an
enrolled person without a referral; or

(d) the circumstances of the case fall within any of the
specified circumstances in the Code of Practice that are
considered an emergency situation, or that are considered
to involve the provision of community services, in
which, under the Code of Practice, the service of the
physiotherapist’s profession may be provided without a
referral.

(3) If a physiotherapist provides any service of the
physiotherapist’s profession to a person in the circumstance
mentioned in subsection (2)(b), the physiotherapist must
comply with the requirements set out in the clinical guideline.

(4) If a physiotherapist provides any service of the
physiotherapist’s profession to a person in the circumstance
mentioned in subsection (2)(c), the physiotherapist must
comply with the requirements set out in the guidelines
published by the Primary Healthcare Commission for the
cross-disciplinary collaboration arrangement.

(5) A Part II physiotherapist must not practise otherwise than
under the supervision of a Part la physiotherapist.

(6) In this section—

clinical guideline ( B A 15 5| ) means a clinical guideline for
engaging the professional service of a physiotherapist that—
(a) is published by a referencing authority on the website,

the intranet or a similar electronic network, of the
referencing authority; and

(b) states that it is published for the purposes of subsection
2)(b);
referencing authority (ZE 1) means—
(a) the Department of Health;

(b) the Hospital Authority;

(c) the Primary Healthcare Commission; or

(d) The Chinese Medicine Hospital of Hong Kong;
registered Chinese medicine practitioner ( 7+ fflt & 2 ) has the

meaning given by section 2(1) of the Chinese Medicine
Ordinance (Cap. 549).
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